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November 2nd, Tuesday @ 
BUSH WATCH 
izens to watch and comment on the US 
elections - there will be an open micro- 
phone. Location: Windsor Bar and 
Grill 11712 - 87th Avenue. 


8:00 pm: 


- come out and join cit- 


November 3rd, Wednesday @ 7:00pm - 
9:00pm: THE WOMEN'S INTERNA- 
TIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND 
FREEDOM monthly meeting (first 
Wednesday of each month). Location: 
Organic Roots 8225-112th Street. Cost: 
FREE Contact: Colette 488-5999 or 
wilpfedmonton@yahoo.ca Website: 
www.wilpf.org/ 


November 4th - 7th, 2004: 23RD 
GLOBAL VISIONS FILM FESTI- 
VAL2004 - THE COLOUR OF CUR- 
RENCY. This year's festival will take us 
on global journeys that examine eco- 
nomic issues and human resources. 
Location: Various - see the website 
Cost: Opening Night Screening 
(Thursday Nov 4th) $10.00, Festival 
Superpass $65.00, Festival Six-Pack 
$40.00, and Individual Screenings 
$8.00. Tickets available at Earth's 
General Store. Contact: 414-1052 or 
info@globalvisionsfestival.com 


November Sth - 7th, 2004: SOW 
WHAT? A Forum for Challenging 
Crisis and Cultivating Hopeful 
Alternatives with Farm Families and 
Communities. Location: Augustana 
Faculty, University of Alberta, 
Camrose, Alberta. Cost: $15/individual 
adult for the weekend. Contact: (780) 
679-1112. Websites: http://www.augus- 
tana.ca/centres/crpl/events/sowwhat/, 


November Sth, Friday @ 7:30pm: 


TRUE NORTH WILD AND FREE - A 
National Celebr f the 
est. Join wilderness storyteller James 


45 
ay 


ition « boreal for- 


Raffan and singer/songwriter Sandy 
Scofield, for a wonderful evening of 
, and stunning images 


d by the Boreal Forest 


stories, Music 
inspir 
Horowitz 


Alberta. Cost: $15 in advan 


Location 
i 1tre University of 
C gio In e ($20 at 
door) and available at Earth's General 
Store (amongst others). Contact: Jill 
Sturdy at 432 0967. 
www.cpaws.org/boreal 


WwW + 
Webdsite 


Nov. 5-7, 2004: MEN'S WORKSHOP. 
The City of Edmonton has developed a 
weekend course for men to help them 
deal with marital separation, divorce, 
parenting arrangements, etcetera. 
This is a practical workshop. Location: 
#110, 6203 - 28th Avenue. Cost: $40.00 
- includes lunches and beverages. 
Contact: Dean - 944-5542 / Tony - 944- 
5543 

November 8th - 14th, 2004: COMPAS- 
SION IN ACTION WEEK coinciding 
with World Kindness Week. 

"Even after all this time, the Sun never 
says to the Earth, 'You owe Me’. Look 
what happens with a love like that. It 
lights up the whole sky 


HYDROGEN ECONOMIES & APPLI- 
CATIONS presentation by Dr. Dave 
Checkel - coordinated by the Solar 
Energy Society of Canada -Northern 
Alberta Chapter. Location: 5-142 on 
the main floor of the 105th Street 
Building, Grant MacEwan Downtown 
Campus on 104 Avenue. Website: 
http://www.ecn.ab.ca/sesci/. 


November 10th, Wednesday @ 7:30 
pm: Edmonton Nature Club Fall Fund 
Raiser presentation: "TALKING ON 


uccess 
tories 


a ee ce ne eee 


WATER’ with Dr. David Schindler. 
Location: Provincial Museum 
Auditorium Cost: $7 (adults), $5 
(seniors and students) Contact: 427- 
8124 Website: 
http://www.ebc.fanweb.ca 


GREEN PARTY OF ALBERTA will host 
a gourmet vegetarian fund raising din- 
ner. Location: La Boheme Restaurant 
27 st: $50 - tick- 
ets ava from Earth's Genera 


1448 


(04 Avenue). Ci 


Store. Contact: D 
November 11th - 13th, 2004: SHARED 
LEARNING AND DIALOGUE: EDU- 
CATING FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP CONFER- 
ENCE. Location: Cost: $70 Regular, 
$40 Student Contact: hre04reg@ualber- 
ta.ca 


November 11th, Thursday @ 7:00 - 
9:00pm: EQUITABLE CHILD MAIN- 
TENANCE & ACCESS SOCIETY 
(ECMAS) monthly meeting. Location: 
Lion's Centre, Room #2, 11113-113th 
Street. Cost: FREE. Contact: 988 - 4015 
ecmas@shaw.ca. Website: 
www.ecmas.org 


November 12th - 13th, 2004: LOOK- 
ING AHEAD (Social Policy for the Next 
Ten Years) will include workshops and 
discussions on low-income, housing, 
and children issues. Location 
Conference Theatre Grant MacEwan 
Community College (104th Avenue & 
105th Street) Cost: $80.00 - includes 
lunches - let them know in advance if 
you are vegetarian. Subsidies are 
available. Contact: Louise @ 426-3269 
or louisezoe@shaw.ca 


November 14th, Sunday @ 4:00 - 8 pm: 


Lazaruk 


im 


November 18th, Thursday @ 7:00 - 


HOMEFEST - an exciting concert in 
support of homeless people. Location: 
United Church (10025 - 101st Street) 
Cost: $5/button Earth's General Store 
Children under six attend for free 
Contact Edmonton 
Coalition on Housing = and 


Homelessness (ECOHH) 423-9675 


Jim Gurnett, 


November 14th, Sunday @ 5:30 - 7 pm: 
VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA 
MONTHLY POTLUCK at Riverdale 
Community Hall, 9231 100th 

jue. $2 members and $3 non- 
members. Please bring a 
vegan dish for six and your cutlery 
and crockery Visit 
www.telusplanet.net/~voa or call 988 
2713 for more information. 


1actO-Ovo OF 


November 15th, Monday: ALBERTA 
HOUSING COALITION second annual 
conference. Public and private groups 
with concerns about affordable hous- 
ing and homelessness. Location: St 
Faith's Anglican Church, 11725 - 93rd 
Street, Edmonton. Cost: $50.00 - 
$70.00. Contact: Cheryl Rice @ 
info@AlbertaHousingCoalition.ca - 
(403) 340 3549, or Sharyn Brown at 
(403) 262 2921. Website: 
AlbertaHousingCoalition.ca 


November 18th - 21st, 2004: UNCOM- 
MON DREAMS: VISIONS OF THE 
PUBLIC GOOD - Parkland Institute's 
8th Annual Fall Conference featuring 
Linda McQuaig, Joel Bakan author of 
The Corporation, Steven Shrybman, 
Mark Starowicz, Elaine Bernard and 
many more! Location: University of 
Alberta. Cost: see the registration at 
the website or contact the office. 
Contact: 492-8558. Website: 
http://www.ualberta.ca/parkland 


9:00pm: DR. LESTER FRIEDLANDER 
give a public lecture on BSE (Mad 


“ Tr 


10nton Public 
ntact: 988-2713 
Co-sponsored by Vegetarians of 
Alberta, Edmonton Public Library and 


Sierra Club - Prairie Chapter. 


November 24th, Wednesday @ 
7:00pm: FOREST STEWARDSHIP 
COUNCIL AND THE CANADIAN 
BOREAL STANDARD presented by 
Helene Walsh, FSC. Location: 
g International (10647 81 
Contact: Sierra Club of 
Canada Prairie Chapter 439-1160 


Avenue 


November 26th - 27th, 2004: JUSI 
CHRISTMAS 2004 - A GLOBAI 
CRAFT FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE! 
A great place to purchase unique items 
that benefit the artisans and NGOs 
Times: Friday, November 26 @ 6:00 pm 
- 9:30 pm and Saturday, November 27 
@ 9:30 am - 5:00 pm Location: The 
Prince of Wales Armouries, 10440 - 
108a Avenue. Contact: 474-6058 / 
995-6819 or email 
leocamposa@aol.com 


November 27th, Saturday @ 9:00pm - 
3:00am: WORLD BEAT DANCE 
fundraiser for the Pride Centre of 
Edmonton. Location: Inglewood Hall 
(12515 - 116th Avenue). Cost: $10 
advance/$15 at the door. 


Please send me any events that you 
think should be listed in the Activist 
Agenda. Thank you Michael 
egs@interbaun.com 
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OUR VOICE invites your con- 
tributions and input. 


Letters sent to the editor are 
assumed to be for publication, 
unless otherwise indicated. 


OUR VOICE welcomes written 
submissions (particularly 
those on PC compatible 
diskettes), cartoons, pho- 

tographs or artwork. 


OUR VOICE cannot accept 
responsibility for any submis- 
sion. No part of this newspa- 
per may be reproduced in any 
form without written permis- 

sion from OUR VOICE. 


Opinions expressed in this 
newspaper are not necessarily 
those of OUR VOICE, the edi- 

tors or publishers. 


OUR VOICE is a member of the 
North American Street 
Newspaper Association 

(NASNA). 


Training 
Conrad Black 


1e last time I visited England, I 
had a free day, so I arranged the 
use of a fine, black three-year-old 
Arabian horse. Getting into the 
spirit of the Lake District and serving the 
alternate purpose of entertaining the 
locals; I dressed in tweeds, riding boots 


and jodhpurs. I was only a few miles into 
the ride along a lakeside trail built some 
time ago by the Romans when Conrad 
Black, semi-employed media mogul, 
charged in from a side trail through the 
woods, sideswiping me, nearly knocking 
me off in the process. 

As soon as I righted myself, I caught 
up to Conrad and hit him in the back of 
the neck with my riding crop; causing him 
to fall off of his majestic white charger, 
tumble down a short, steep embankment 
and roll into the water. I dismounted and 
walked down to help Conrad out of his 
unfortunate predicament. As I was lean- 
ing with an outstretched hand to help 
Conrad get up, he kicked the back of my 
knee, knocking me into the lake right 
beside him. I jumped on Conrad's chest 
and grabbed an ear with each hand and 
said rather loudly: "Why do you think you 
can treat people so badly?" He started 
punching me in the ribs in an effort to get 
on the other side of the conversation 
shouting: "I'm rich and successful, | don't 
answer to you or anyone else!" 

This comment really raised my ire, so | 
knocked Conrad out cold and dragged 
him onshore, where | tied him to a tree 
using the bridle from his horse. Conrad 
slowly regained consciousness a few min- 
utes later. "Now that I have your atten- 
tion," I said, smiling like a used-car-sales- 
man of the Herb Tarlick persuasion, "I am 
going to explain something to you." 
Conrad spit at me, just missing my left 
boot. Luckily, I had duct tape in one of my 


. ie i ‘Kis 


ecg aie 


Many of these 
problems stem 
from the 
countless tattoos 
I etched into 
Conrad. They all 
said the same 
thing and all had 
the same picture 
beside them: 
"Tickle me Elmo." 


saddle bags and, after some careful tap- 
ing, Conrad was quiet and respectful from 
that point onward. "Listen you," I said, 
brandishing and waving a small, pointy 
stick, "Being rich and treating everyone 
around you like slow children is not one of 
the menu items for making 
success. Successes are remembered kindly, 
people like them. You are merely a poster 
boy for bellicose, evil men who weren't 
smart enough to get into the mad scientist 
field." 

At this point, | thought I had made a 
cogent argument; also, Conrad was cry- 
ing, so I clipped some brush from the area 
and covered Conrad with a great pile of 
branches before going back to my hotel 
for dinner. I had poached trout, broiled 
potatoes, asparagus tips braised in chick- 
en stock, honey and fennel and three dry 
gin martinis. 

I slept like a baby, the great weight of 


someone ¢ 


"people like Conrad" had been exorcised 
from my mind as though their ilk would 
inyone again The training 
regimen of starvation, and verbal abuse 
that Conrad suffered for six days did not 
make him a better, more empathetic per- 
son, but he did develop some severe emo- 
tional problems that will stay with him for 
the rest of his days. Many of these prob- 
lems stem from the countless tattoos | 
etched into Conrad. They all said the 
same thing and all had the same picture 
beside them: "Tickle me Elmo." 

The message I'm hoping that the Our 
Voice readership take from this travelogue 
is: If you stay focussed and put in an hon- 
est effort, you will be a success as you 


never bother 


Editorials 

Reviews 

Op/Ed 

Politics & Social Issues 
Poetry, Prose & the Arts, 


News on Vendors 
Monthly H@roscope 


Brain Cramping 


yourself define success. That is what is 
important, not the 
tion. I had to break the will of a terrible 
person to succeed in my task for the 
greater good of humanity, but the process 
doesn't always need to involve such 
extreme measures. In fact, most success is 
the result of a positive lifestyle choice, not 
the cathartic terrorization of a person who 
happens to be disliked by most people. 

In this issue, we visit the lives of suc- 
cessful people in Edmonton, many of 
whom have never been "successful" by the 
usual financial definition. 


paycheque or adula 


-Warren Bjamason 
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Dear Our Voice: 


was just reading the October issue of 
Our Voice and | saw your piece on 
"Adopt a Vendor! 


So I thought that you should tell you 
about Vivian. | first met Vivian on the sky- 
walk pedway connecting City Centre to 
ManuLife Place. Since April 2003, she has 
been making sure that I get my monthly 
copy of Our Voice! No matter what the 
weather, nor the busy people passing by, her 
cheerful attitude really makes my day. 

So, please give Vivian a ‘bag of chips’ 
and give her 'the chance to win some of 
your Voice Loot!’ 

Hey, she is definitely huggable. . . you 
could even take her picture for your next 
piece on vendors in November! 

- Molly Smith 


have known Churchill Wahweaye for a 

number of years as a vendor of OUR 

VOICE on Whyte Avenue and the 

Strathcona Farmer's Market. When ever 
I see him I am always greeted with a beauti- 
ful smile and a warm hug. We sit and talk 
and sometimes share coffee. Once he hon- 
ored me by telling another person who hap- 
pened to stop by, that I am his girl friend. 

I really like what John Zapantis has writ- 
ten about Churchill in the June edition of 
Our Voice 2003. He describes him the way | 
experience him. He treats me with respect 
and a welcoming smile that walks across all 
social boundaries and discriminations. 
Churchill is an example of what a world of 
peace could be like if we treat each other 
like he treats his customers. 

Thanks for all the great work Our Voice is 
doing. 

- Loyal Reader 


Adopt a 
Vendor! 


Our vendors are the most 
huggable people in the 
known universe. Prove us 
wrong people; prove us 
wrong! 


Tell us why your 
vendor is all that and a bag 
of chips and win some Our 

Voice loot! 


Send your submission to 
Warren: 


wbjarnason@bissellcentre.org 


OL em 


Our Voice 
c/o Bissell Centre 
10257-96 Street. 
Edmonton, Alberta, 
T5H 2H6 


Our Voice Calendar is 


For more information please see your local vendor 


Calendars are also available at the Bissell Centre 
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The 2005 


now available! 


or contact Ron @ 423-2285 Ext. 139. 


10257 - 96 Street, Edmonton. 


On 


ly $10 


Come Celebrate 
the Vibrancy of the 


OV Community! 


UNITY 


OUR VOICE 2005 CALENDAR 


COMMUNITY 


ry community is an 

t »f some kind 
community is 
lished with a view to 
some good; for everyone 
always acts in order to 
obtain that which they think 
good. 


tion 


ARISTOTLE 


America is still mostly 
xenophobic and racist. 
That's the nature of 
America, | think. 


JERRY GARCIA 


THE VERDICT 


On Film: 


Team America: World Police 


eam America: World Police is really a 

very tough film. Director Trey Parker 

along with co-writer and frequent col- 

laborator Matt Stone don't hold any- 
thing too sacred to ridicule. Whether it be a 
person, organization, an historic landmark 
or social convention. Rude jokes about rela- 
tionships insult both the gay and heterosexu- 
al community. In the Parker/Stone world all 
men, straight or not, are pigs. 

The premise of the film is simple and 
though most reviewers are comparing it to 
Gerry Anderson's old Thunder birds mari- 
onette show, it actually feels more reminis- 
cent of Anderson's Captain Scarlett or Joe 90. 
Like those Anderson television shows, most of 
the action takes place outside of Team 
America's vehicles. Also like Anderson's 
Captain Scarlett, minorities and non-Engtish 
speaking whites (the French are ridiculed in 
the opening scene) are portrayed in an insult- 
ing stereotypical fashion. To Parker and 
Stone's credit at least their degradation is on 
purpose (Remember Lt. Green?). 

Cinematographer Bill Pope does a fan- 
tastic job of turning sets for puppets into a 
lush environment, capturing light and depth 
from Jim Dultz's designs. The puppets cos- 
tumes by Karen Patch are detailed and rich 
while still allowing for Parker and Stone's rye 
sense of humour. When team member Gary 
goes undercover as a terrorist, he's still 
dressed in a very sixties Nehru jacket. 

But lets face it. The costumes are not the 


real drawing card. My companions and | 
went for the much hyped "explicit puppet 
sex". 

The controversial scene between puppets 
Gary (voiced by Trey Parker) and Lisa (Kristen 
Miller) mimics everything young boys did 
with their sisters Barbie and Ken dolls and 
then some. It took ten versions of the scene to 
get by the censors. As director Parker said in 
an earlier press release: "We show Janene 
Garafolo getting her head bloodily blown 
apart and they're worried about naked dolls 
It's not ironic, just sad’ 

The scene works though as one of the 
funniest scenes in film and the ol' "inter-web" 
gossip is that DVD extended version will con- 
tain what the adult industry calls "the money 
shot" using Elmer's Glue. 

The puppets built Chuck, Ed and Steve 
Chiodo, under effects supervisor John L. 
Chaldo, are surprisingly human and bare 
resemblances to characters portrayed in other 
films. The Lisa puppet bares a striking resem- 
blance to a younger Cybil Sheppard, though 
the acting isn't nearly so wooden (sorry...). 

That is of course when they are not sup- 
posed to look like real individuals. The 
Hollywood celebrities, misguided villains lead 
by Alec Baldwin are hilarious caricatures of 
their "real" selves and send up the whole 
celebrity endorsement issue. The real star of 
the film though, surpassing all others in 
entertainment value, is Kim Jong Il. 

As L'il Kim plots the destruction of our 
heroes and society, he becomes hard not to 
root for. Wandering his imperial palace 
singing "I'm Ronery", a song worthy of an 
Academy Award Nomination like Parker and 
Stone's "Blame Canada", you almost hope he 
succeeds and that the self righteous US heroes 
fail. 


And the members of Team America: 
World Police are self righteous. Destroying 
foreign land marks in their single minded 
war on terror, they remain oblivious to the 
fear and shock they create on ordinary citi- 
zens. Even the Top Secret A.I. computer, 
I.N.T.E.L.L.I.G.E.N.C.E. seems to view the 
world through a pair of George W. Bush rose- 
tinted-glasses. 

Of course the left takes its' fair share of 
shots too. Film maker Michael Moore as a 
hot dog stuffed terrorist intent on destroying 
Team America's secret base is only the begin 
ning of an assault on the left designed to 
leave many granola munchers insulted if not 
disturbed. 

So who, besides myself would like this 
film. Well I devised a little test. See how many 
of these questions you can answer yes to. 


1. Will a vote for Bush continue to drag 
down the USA's reputation world wide and 
result in an increase in terrorism? 


2. Will a vote for Kerry result in damaging 
foreign tariffs and all but guarantee a geno- 
cide (as Clinton did in Rwanda) in the 
Sudan? 


3. Should we just face it that both US 
Presidential candidates are political knobs 
and if it wasn't against the law I would call 
for both their heads? 


If you answered yes to all three, well then 
my friend Team America: World Police is for 


you. 


-Dave Dutton Fraser 


Just 
Christmas 


2004 


A Global Craft Fair Trade 
Marketplace 
Nov. 26-27 


The Prince of Wales 
Armouries, 

10440 - 108A Avenue 
Infoline: 474-6058 / 995- 
6819 >> E-mail: 
leocamposa@aol.com 


Friday, November 26 
6:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 


Saturday, November 27 
9:30 a.m, - 5:00 p.m. 


Wheelchair Accessible / Admission is 
by donation (thank you) 


Bute £ i ten m ; 
From ‘justice at Crrietmas' this progres- 
- annual fair trade event is an 
alternative global marketplace for 
quality crafts and other goods. 
Marketplace participants are not-for- 
profit organizations whose mandate is 
to foster global awareness and to sup- 
port international development pro- 
jects in Asia, Africa.and Latin America. 
Join us! 


sive 


Exhibitors: 


CEBES - Change for. Children. - 
Guatemala Solidarity Committee - 
Latin Craft’- LINGAP - Romero House - 
Sombrilla - 10.000 Villages - UNICEF = 
KAIROS - Amnesty International - 
Changing Together -.P.E.I..Project.- 
Ghana Friendship Association - 
Filipino’ Canadian Women's 
Association - CSS.Host Program - 
Peruvian Rett Syndrome Association - 
WUSC - Guatemalan’Canadian Society 
~ Canada Tibet Committee - Doctors 
Without Borders Habitat _ for 
Humanity - Rainbow of Hope for 
Children - SAEF - Engineers Without 
Borders - Spirit of Our 


FAST OF. CHANGE 


Pete & Shelland 
11503 - 104% Avenue, 
Edmonton, AB T5K 2S2 
E-mail: lubex7 @shaw.ca 
Ph: (780) 425-7562 

Fax (780) 425-7689 


Owner/Manager 


Tiger Lily Insulation Ltd. 


WALTER DOBERSTEIN 


Phone (780) 469-5029 
Fax (780) 466-3091 


6114 Davies Road 
Edmonton, Alberta 
TG6E 4M9 
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Beatnik 
Raves On 


is new CD: "Open" is a wake of 

sorts. More of an awakening the 

setting aside of the Alberta 

Beatnik and the rising of a new ? 
Poetic star Mark Kozub. 


You would think the process of his work involves 
voodoo and Archie blow up dolls but it is some- 
thing more normal? 


I often get ideas first thing in the morn- 
ing or late at night. It's weird. Sometimes I 
nap and wake up with an idea. Then | write 
it down. Then I look at it, realize it's half- 


finished, and rewrite it. Then I read what 
I've written aloud... in front of people, usu- 
ally at the Backroom Vodka Bar on Tuesday 
nights. Then, if I find the reading didn't 
grab people or it confused them or bored 
them to tears, | go back and re-work my 
stuff a bit. Also, I find I get a lot of inspira- 
tion from dreams and from fantasies | had 
as a kid or from real experiences. 
Sometimes those experiences are nice ones 
or funny ones or very dark ones." 


What makes this songsmith of the lonely howl 
of moon write? What turns the rusted wheel of 
his mind to think? 


"To be honest, I write because I'd be a 
pretty mentally and emotionally unwell 
person without spewing this stuff on paper 
and getting up and performing or recording 
my work. Seriously. I cracked up when I was 
in my teens. It still haunts me. I have often 
been plagued by anxiety. I used to suffer 
from panic attacks a lot, especially when | 
was working in radio (Power 92, The Bear, 
etc.) I fell out of that world 10 years ago, so 
for 10 years as of November, I've been a 
freelance writer and eventually a perfor- 
mance poet. Plus, I got married, which is 
cool. I love my wife and my life, but if I did- 
n't write I'd be half to three-quarters 
cracked." 


How does he react to his success? 


"I don't feel I'm successful at all. I mean 
I've been invited to do a lot of readings and 
sometimes I get paid to do it. My wife Jan 
Mann and | performed at the Fort 
McMurray Literary Festival a while ago and 
they paid quite nicely. Still, I suppose I'm 
successful because I don't have to live in the 
standard working world, in an office. What 
I like is the freedom to be myself, to not 
have to work in an office and conform to 
that world where everyone in the office is 
supposed to be on the same page. Io me, 
that's a very fake, unsatisfying world. And 
again, maybe I'm NOT in tha 


t world 


that's inside myself, good and bad. It 1S 
dark, but life can be dark. And yes, I wrestle 
with a lot of demons. I had something pret- 
ty weird happen to me as a kid, sexually 
and that cast a major shadow over the rest 
of my life. I was always horrible at relation- 
ships. I lived in constant fear of my sexual 
fantasies because they were often 
about something strange, sick or semi-vio- 
lent I felt constantly soiled by 
these acted on them, 
though, and that's good, but | think that's 
where my anxietie from 
all this stuff. So 
demons. 

As far as my work for the inner city 
the homeless goes, I've done a number of 
fundraisers for the Bissell Centre and Our 
Voice and I'm currently organizing a poetry 
fundraiser for a program called Changing 
Ways, which is run by the Edmonton Family 
Violence Treatment Education and Research 
Centre. We'll be doing the gig in November 
sometime. The group deals with offering 
help to men who have been abusive to their 
families and authentic want to change. 
That's powerful, to me. I guess my feeling 
about charity is that I don't have a lot of 
money so it's good to organize fundraisers 


A ) 4 
AS Q@ Ald, 


fantasies. i never 


s come 


| try to 


write awa 
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that involve poetry and music, and this way 
I and other artists can bring poetry and 
music to a place where it has greater and 
deeper meaning, and if we raise some money 
for a good cause, that's really great. 

He was also the MC for the Songs of the 
Street (Volume Six) poetry contest on October 
22/04 at the Stanley Milner Library, where 
we announced the winners of the Songs of 
the Street contest and had them come up 
read their poems. 

"My views on poverty? Poverty exists. 
can't turn a blind eye to it. I've inter- 
viewed a fair amount of "street people" in my 
time and I often find they're people who sim- 
ply fall through the cracks. The "normal' 
people in our society look at these types sim- 
ply as lazy bums or drunks or glue-heads 
because it's easier that way, but usually these 
people who have fallen through the cracks 
are in that position because of some very 
complex and painful circumstances 
Normal" and small-minded people bug the 
crap out of me, man 

"I've been on a novel-writing binge 
which means that I'm writing like crazy, 
sending stuff out to publishers like crazy, and 
getting rejection letters that are sometimes 
form letters and that are sometimes very 
and hopeful 
Or many novels. One day, it'll happen. The 
important thing is to do the work and KEEP 
doing the work." 


anc 


You 


nice 


I was MADE to write a novel 


I asked where | could buy a poets hat and suit. 
Complete will little sign that's says screw the 


brutes 


y need to release my inner demons and 
angels or whatever in a safe way, and the 
cool thing about that is if 1 do this and my 
heart's in the right place, 1 know my work 
can touch people's hearts and souls." 


So go out and smoke a big cigar, with one 
of the Raving Poets. And if asked if he is a 
red or blue star. He will take out his Open 
heart of a CD, you will not know if to be 
scared or afraid. But you know this CD craft- 
ed in the mad lab with his brother mysterio 


ugh third eye glasses is the 

you trans- 

ross .And 

the only resurrection will be wher 1 play 


t 


way of wrestling 


this CD over and over as a 
with your demons. And you can sit back and 
be as open to the world letting the light come 
into the closet of your dark mind. 

Mark Kozub can be found with the 
Raving Poets every Tuesday at the Back 
Room Vodka Bar (Across from the Princess) 
at 8:00 For the Kill Phil Volume 2 : Series 


- Philip Jagger 
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SERS RE EE 
Artistic inspiration ignores 


the law of supply and 
demand. 


Mason Coo.ey 
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ypspirations! 


In each life they touch 


orn in Saskatchewan, Sandy Spak 

was one of twelve children. At the 

age of two, she was kidnapped by 

an older aunt and taken to live in 
Toronto, Ontario. She endured a difficult 
and challenging childhood as her aunt 
moved frequently and they never really set- 
tled in one location. This certainly didn't 
help as Sandy went to many different 
schools. There was never a feeling of well 
being. Sandy returned to Saskatchewan at 
the age of sixteen. She had completed high 
school and took a course to become a dental 
hygienist. 

She met her future husband in the mid- 
sixties. They were married in 1967. In that 
year, Bill Spak, Sandy's husband began to 
lose his eye sight. At first, it was very diffi- 
cult as the doctors didn't know what was 
causing this.problem. Sandy being very 
courageous with deep inner-strength assist- 
ed Bill through these difficult times. In 
1969, Bill was now legally blind was offered 
a computer programming course with a 
guarantee that he would have a job once 
the course was completed. 

In 1970, Bill and Sandy moved to 
Edmonton. Bill was hired as a computer 
programmer for the Alberta Government. 
By this time, his sight was almost gone. In 
that same year, he was diagnosed with 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS). By this time, they 
had three small children. Sandy, being the 
strong, courageous person she is, encour- 
aged Bill, raised the children, enrolled the 
oldest boy in hockey, the little girl in 
Ukrainian dancing and assisted the 
youngest boy to find projects he'd like to try. 

No matter how busy her life was, Sandy 


always found time to be there for her 
friends. When I had cancer some years ago, 
she would find time to come and visit, when 
her friends had not much food in the house 
due to poverty, she would drive them to the 
food bank. She helped her friends when 
they were having difficult times in their 
lives. She also found time to take her friends 
to special functions that she knew they 
\ uld enj j he Is now an LPN Li nsed 
practical nurse). Her husband has now 
passed on. Sandy is still a tower of strength 
and encouragement. She is an inspiration. 

Wade Bearchell worked as a repo man 
for a small car company, selling cars. In 
1990, January 4, his life was changed for 
ever. He had gone to repossess a car in the 
west end of Edmonton when he was brutally 
attacked by four youths. In the attack, he 
completely lost all his vision. At first, the 
doctors thought they may be able to save 
some sight, but they were unsuccessful. 

After a few months, Wade got some 
assistance from CNIB with mobility skills, 
learning Braille and he also met Dianne 
Bearjerion , a visually impaired client who 
assisted him in many areas. She encour- 
aged Wade to get a guide dog. With her 
encouragement, Wade got his first dog with 
help from the Lion's Club and he also 
became a member. 

He has really adjusted and he now has 
another guide dog as he had to retire 
'Credit" his first dog. He truly is an inspira- 
tion, always encouraging his friends. 

Thoughtful and considerate, Wade is a 
tower of strength and encouragement 


- Marie Joki 


Alberta 


Cash 
Surplus Is 
Rhetoric 


r Klein has b 

own horn about his 
great achievement In getting 
our province out of debt and the surplus 


What he has omit 


revenue we now enjoy 
ted in his rhetoric is easily found in the 
headlines of the daily papers - this aston 
ishing achievement has little to do with 
n do with 
|. Klein lucked out 
by being the one in the seat of power dur- 


his leadership and everything to 


the rise in the price 


ing this economic upswing, but a monkey 
in his position would have accomplished 
the same end result given what oil prices 
have risen to. 

There are other surpluses that Klein 
could boast of as well, surpluses that have 
increased substantially during his tenure. 
We now have a surplus of people who are 
incarcerated, so much so that the Remand 
Centre is housing about double the 
inmates it was built to house. Recently a 
homeless person told me he tried to turn 
himself in to pay off his fines, and was 
told by the police to wait until they picked 
him up for his outstanding warrants. The 
Remand Centre was too full. 


The Edmonton Food Bank has a sur- 
s of peor od sin food 


past 11 years. And while the Klein govern- 
ment credits themselves with cutting 
down on the welfare role, they don't toot 
their horn much about the fact that the 
number of people collecting AISH has 
doubled. And those who are single and on 
welfare are given a list of soup kitchens 
and free food outlets along with their first 
cheque. 

We have a surplus of people working 
two or three jobs just to meet basic neces- 
sities because with our minimum wage 
the lowest in Canada, anyone with a 
dependent, a student loan or an automo- 
bile could not live on a minimum wage 
income. We have a surplus of homeless 
people with the shelters operating at 118 
to 130 per cent capacity most nights. 
While the government has been partially 
funding new low income housing units, 
we are seldom informed that housing is 
being demolished at a faster rate in older 
neighbourhoods than new housing is 
being built 

There is another surplus — the surplus 
of people on waiting lists waiting to get 
into hospitals for elective surgery, and the 


There is another 
surplus — the 
surplus of people 
on waiting lists 
waiting to get 
into hospitals for 
elective surgery, 
and the people 
waiting for hours 
in emergency 
rooms at the two 
active hospitals 
in Edmonton. 
There is also a 
surplus of people 


sent home 
from the 


hospital while 
still in need of 
nursing care. 


people waiting for hours in emergency 
rooms at the two active hospitals in 
Edmonton. There is also a surplus of peo- 
ple sent home from the hospital while still 
in need of nursing care. 

So, with all of these surpluses for which 
he is directly responsible to boast of, why 
has our premier only honed in on the one 
surplus for which he can take the least 
credit? Perhaps this oversight is because 
he knows that in Alberta we have a sur- 
plus of people who are working too hard 
to meet their basic needs to have time to 
read beyond the headlines or to have the 
energy to care. All that moonlighting 
obviously serves a purpose 

-Linda Dumont 
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here are times when one has to d 
something, when not ( 
implies acceptance and guarantees 
the situation will only get worse. | 
had already gone the complaint route, 
writing my gas supplier (with copies to the 
premier of Alberta and the leader of the 
NDP). Having worked in public service, | 
knew that regulations are sometimes tem- 
j At least, I wanted it 
on record that for me utility costs are a 
hardship. 
So, in April, I explained my situation 
(working poor, income variable-averages 
$1,000 per month, but some months might 
be $400 and others $1500). I often have to 
choose between paying rent and paying 
bills (and this is not for luxuries such as 
cable service or a car-just the basic utili- 
ties). | asked ATCO to at least consider 
waiving penalties for late payments. Such 
penalties aren't a real cost but an addition- 
al tax on those who don't have the money 
in the first place. My appeal, however, was 
wasted. 
I regret to say that neither the Premier's 


acting 


pered by gi od senst 


“But there's some 
satisfaction in 
making a fuss 
and thumbing 

my nose at 
self-righteous 
threats from 


those people who 


just don't get it.” 


office nor Mr. Pannu's office replied, 
though in August | contacted the office of 
the NDP energy critic and got the hearing I 


I e f 


asked that 1 keep them intormed 


weeks of my appeal, and the word "prissy" 
comes to mind. The Senior Customer Care 
Coordinator-a definite misnomer-had no 
sympathy to waste. Instead, she listed my 
late payments-redundant since | had 
already mentioned them, explained why 
they occurred and pointed out that | 
always caught up, eventually. She went on: 
"customers determine their own lifestyle 
choices and whether the home they have 
chosen is affordable to them in all aspects 
of upkeep and maintenance .. .’ 

\nnoyed and insulted, I considered 
ff then but dreaded 


naving my gas turned ¢ 


the inconvenience of having no hot water 


Loss of comfort wasn't a consideration, as 
my thermostat was already well below the 
level of comfort, and though the 
was unseasonable, I was sure spring and 
summer would come eventually. 

Months went by, and | continued to pay 
my bills in instalments. Then came the first 
Direct Energy bills and a worse situation. | 
calculated that more than 75% of each 
billing was for administration. Yet this sys- 
tem has been imposed on ATCO customers, 
and we appear to be powerless. Actually, 
we have a choice. (And not a choice of 


weather 


other delivery systems with no guarantee 
they will be reliable.) 

In August, I decided I had nothing to 
lose. Threatened with disconnection for 
unpaid balances, I took the initiative and 
told the bureaucrats I could manage with 
out their service at least for a time 
Admittedly the timing wasn't perfect 
wished I had taken this step in April. If 
things stay the same and ATCO Gas-Direct 
Energy hasn't imposed yet more reconnec- 
tion charges-they're already pretty steep-l 
will act more quickly next year. Even at 
this late date I calculated that I would save 
money if I could last six weeks or two 
monihs. Of course the reconnection 
charges are also unfair and tax the poor, 
but the powers have no reason to care 
about that! 

My house and I have been without heat 
for over six weeks. It's cold and has meant 
some sacrifices. I can't very well invite 
guests, even those closest to me. I also have 
to be creative to keep warm. On sunny 
days, | open the windows and doors to let 
in some warmth. A couple of nights ago | 
cooked lasagne to justify using the oven. I 
would bake bread, except it's too cold for 
the yeast to rise. I often wear a scarf, gloves 
and sometimes even a toque when I'm at 
the computer. I wrap myself in a comforter 
to watch television, read or eat meals. 
When | get really cold, I spend some time 
on the noisy old stationary bike someone 
donated. I also find myself going to bed 
very early. 

I'm not suggesting everyone should 
take such a drastic step. Like any 
I k a doctor's 


endurance test, one should seek 


Lume. life On GO .askaichewan 


running water, and with only a wood fur- 
nace in the dirt basement and a wood 
stove to keep us warm and cook our meals. 
I remember being able to see my breath 
some mornings. Besides having some expe- 
rience with this kind of hardship, I don't 
have health problems, so I doubt I've been 
putting myself at risk. 

I'm also aware that I have a choice 
though not the choice Ms. Snooty 
Customer Care Coordinator suggested. It's 
not just about percentages. There is a limit 
to how little one can pay and still get the 
necessities of life. | will eventually manage 
to pay my bill and get reconnected. | feel a 
sense of solidarity with those in more diffi- 
cult straits than mine, those without even 
1 place to live. But that's another story. 

I'm not kidding myself. The action of 
one person won't change a system this 
entrenched. But there's some satisfaction in 
making a fuss and thumbing my nose at 
self-righteous threats from those people 
who just don't get it. And maybe if others 
did the same, kicked up a stink-without 
putting themselves at risk-maybe together 
we could make a difference. 

-Allison Kydd 
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The road to wisdom? 
Well, it’s plain 
and simple to express: 
Err 
and err 
and err again 
but less 


SCUTTLEBUTT 


THe TONG, 
Lonely Roao 
to Success 


certain street person peered at 
me recently, saying, "I know you 
do not huge bank 
accounts, yet you seem to have a 


have 


genuine inner-peace that is far greater 
than even many rich 'religious' people 
have. I have watched as you have faced 
very harsh experiences, and do face similar 
struggles as we do. I and other street folk 
live on AISH levels of income, and we are 
not necessarily content in our hearts. You 
seem to have a quality of inner peace and 
settledness that we do not have. What 
makes you tick?" 


Recently Acquired 
Qualities of Life 


In the mid 1960's, you could have 
found me on your farm, on your reserva- 
tion, or in any back alley in your village, 
town or city ... in a stupor, with a half gal- 
lon of stale wine in my hand, wearing 
filthy, stale, urine soaked clothes. You 
would not have been able to come within 
ten, or fifteen feet of me, even had | 
allowed you to approach me. My story 
could well be your own story. 

I do have legitimate Métis background 
...finding myself alone, lonely, and even 
today ... not knowing how to establish 
meaningful two-way friendships. 
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Lonely Teen Years 


I recall that as a lonely teenager, my 
only friend was a young Yorkshire momma 
pig. Often when I felt abandoned, she 
came to where I sat, and she would snuggle 
against my side. She even 
cuddle with her babies-they would nibble 


allowed me to 
on my ears and my toes, and they tugged 
on the cuffs of my clothes. She would even 
allow me to snuggle along her back as she 
suckled her little ones. She seemed to care 
for me as no human being ever did. 


A New Start ... Sort of 


In 1970, after years of hard work in the 
oil patch and logging camps, I discovered 
myself working as a volunteer in a small 
nursing home, assisting elderly gentlemen 
0 shower. They actually gladly accepted 
my help. For the fi n 

er human being wanted me around 
found myself in a classroom of roug} 
men like myself-learning to be Certified 
| My marks 


through tremendous amounts of | 


u l 


} 4 
acnieved 
study, ranged in the top 5 f our class 


xty-five students. Because my social skills 
stunted, the school terminated me 
with just a month remaining in the pro- 
gram. I could come back into the class at 


some later unspecified date in the future. 


_—— 


Many Different Jobs 


I did work as a nursing attendant 
despite getting kicked out of the nursing 
school. I drove truck, worked as a construc- 
tion laborer, and as a custom furniture 
frame-maker. 

I married a handicapped woman 
because marriage was supposed to change 
one's life. In June 1976, I was forced from 
my home by a much-hated divorce petition 
and restraining order. In my hopeless 
bewilderment ...for a time ... I actually 
pushed my goods along the street in a gro- 
cery cart. 

I was married but was a single person. | 
was single but not free to remarry because 
we were separated by court order. I existed 
by hoping that somehow we could be 
reunited as a real family. She died in 1987 
after a dog attack in 1984. In the same six- 
month period, three family members died 
in violent suicides. No help came by soci- 
etal support services-nor through 
churches with which I was familiar. 


A Real Fresh Start 


The Lord Jesus Christ halted me mid 
stride a scant hundred yards from throw- 


t 


ing my hated body from the deck of the 


High level Bridge. This is another inter- 
esting story for another time. It was th 
hole new way of living. I still 


y relating with others 
spent 5 years on welfare after my 


worn-out truck wore out even more 


had no real work skills. I spent four 
months in a psychiatric program, work- 
ing through pains of abandonment that 


had never been resolved. 


After my [first] wife died, I was able 
face and reso 


lve many hard issues 


from my childhood. I met a lady -actual- 


ly proposing while | was still on welfare- 
[not with an idea of freeloading, but 
apparently the Lord placed that desire in 
my heart] 


worked 


In one year, | got off welfare 
at Canadian Tire for almost a 


married 


year, got 
finding three months after 
to have a child 


wedding we were 


onceived on our honeymoon. We 
bought our first house. 
Opportunity came to undertake an 
even more intense nursing course than 
my first one. | worked as a bedside prac- 
tical nurse in one facility for ten years 
until-a.work-related. injury halted my 
pite many predictions that we 
would lose our home [and many other 
dire things by gossiping relatives and 
church people] ... 
mortgage on our small home. We have 


we have paid off the 


MA 


no outstanding debt. Much credit accrues 
to my wife for supporting me in many 
ways despite seldom understanding my 
struggles, and my hopes, despite her 
often feeling lonely and frightened. 

Over the last four years, I have been 
freelance writing. "Our Voice Newspaper 
has graciously welcomed stories of my 
adventures. | am developing "Ananias- 
House Encouragement Ministries’- 
designing and selling greeting cards and 
related products to encourage others who 
are plowing through similar heavy seas 
in life's journey. 

Thank you for pondering my adven- 
tures. Please have a safe, encouraging 
day. 


- James M. Smithers 
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THE MAKING OF A 
GOOD MOTHER 


This is a story of one woman's 
mission to keep her unborn baby 
safe from harm in the inner city. 


received a call from a fellow worker. In the 

front reception here at the Bissell there was 

a pregnant woman who appeared dis- 

tressed and upset. My co-worker forwarded 
her on to me, understanding that in our pro- 
gram at Well Community Well Families, we 
work specifically with women who are preg- 
nant and who face issues around drug/alcohol 
addiction and who also have no one to turn to 
for support. 

Julia (not her real name) was out in the 
front area and when | brought her into my 


office she began to cry. 
She had been released from the Remand 


Centre only half an hour ago, and she decided 
to walk over here (a 2 block walk). In those 2 
blocks, she was offered crack cocaine twice, 
even though she is 8 months pregnant (and 
looks it). Julia talked about being in the 
Remand for the past 7 months, and how in a 
way it was a mixed blessing as it kept her 
sober. 

Being a worker in the inner city, I have 
often heard how the Remand is not often a 
‘drug free' zone. When | asked her about this 
she insisted that she was able to stay away 
from it all, despite having a serious addiction 
to crack prior to going in. In our world, this is 
definitely a story of success. 


Julia's presenting problem was that she 
didn't trust herself to be out on the street, as 
she knew that she had managed to say no 
twice, but didn't know if she had the strength 
to say no a third time. She needed help. 

We talked about what her plans were now 
that she was out, did she need help finding a 
place to live? She remarked that she had a 
place to go up North but her family wasn't 
expecting her to be out of the Remand until 
Sunday and so they weren't going to make the 
journey down until then. She was let out with 
nothing but the clothes that she had worn in 7 
months ago (which were luckily baggy, as she 
has grown considerably since then) and her 
purse with her ID. No plan, no place to stay, 
no phone numbers, nothing. She phoned her 


#210, 12 St. Joseph Street 


family and they told her they would be there 
as soon as they could...at least 4 hours from 
now. She looked at me with despair...what 
was she to do until then? 

I looked at my daytimer, realizing that I 
was booked for the rest of the morning, and so 


would have to gather other people to support 


her. 

I went to see our project support person 
who had a box of cookies on her desk and 
knew where there were a bunch of easy-to-read 
magazines on parenting and some on 
Hollywood romances! Julia was very open 
with her story, and told all the staff in the 
Bissell the challenge she was facing. | brought 
Julia down to the drop-in and introduced her 
to all the staff there, and informed her that at 
10:30 there would be soup and sandwiches. | 
also told her that there would be a Woman's 
lunch at noon. 

The drop-in Staff agreed that they would 
keep an eye on her, and that if she tried to 
leave the building they would subtly come and 
ask where she was heading. I took her back 
upstairs, introduced her to a few more staff, 
where she proceeded to tell them her story as 
well. 

She was so open to being helped and knew 
that she wasn't strong enough to do it on her 
own. It was remarkable to witness, and inspir- 
ing to know that this was not about her, but 
about her desire to have a healthy child. She 
knew that where she was going to live was ‘dry’ 
that there would be no risk to her there, it was 
really only the next 4 hours she had to worry 
about. 

| asked her why she had decided to come to 
the Centre in the first place, what was it that 
she knew about this place? She stated then 
looking me straight in the eye, " I know that 


the Bissell helps people, that's all I knew, I had 
‘to lose found out T was tt. 


. 0 ont. 

With that we walked back down to the 
Drop-In where she saw a couple of girlfriends 
who invited her to play cards. 

An hour and a half later she was still there. 

She knew about the Women's lunch and 
stated to me under her breath, "Everything's 
cool, I'm having a good time, I'm safe." 

With that I went to my next appointment 
and came back and saw her sitting outside of 
the centre. In a bit of a panic, I went and said 
hi, and asked what she was up to. She said 
that she had just spoken with her family, they 
were about 10 minutes away, she was sitting 
with some good friends and would wait for her 
family there. 

She had a grin on her face | will never for- 
get. She had accomplished something I'm not 
sure she was convinced she could. Her met her 
first challenge when she had gotten out of jail 
and she had come out a winner. 

The confidence | saw in her face, the grace, 
and the humility is something that will stay 
with me. She thanked me, I gave her my card 
and said that we would love to hear how 
things go for her up north, or if she ever comes 
back into the city. 

She smiled and thanked me again, she 
said she would let me know. 


- Well Community, Well Families 
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lf Ais a success in life 
then A equals x plus y 
plus z. Work is x; y is play; 
and z is keer 


mouth shut 


see 


ding your 


OV Alum 
Makes Good 


"I can't foresee 


» what's down the road 


for the future. 

I am just grateful 
that I can keep a job. 
1 am equally grateful 
that my employer is 
equallv good, that he 

is willing to do 
anything that he can 


to do to make my 


” 


job less challenging. 


snow and 
Superman's death you need to find 
roes. In an Oliver square Safeway 

} 


gas bal people have found a h 


and are amazed. Not at his super 


vision but at the guy who was selling Our 
Voice outside in the freezing cold is now 
serving them with a smile. This is the 
story of a not so super hero — an every- 
day Joe who had to overcome the difficul- 
ties of his physical health. But that does 
not matter for this hero has a super 
strength in character and positive think- 
ing. This is the story of the mighty Kim 
Lazaruk. 

For some success is a rock and roll 
lifestyle, fame and fashion. Loads of cash, 
the ability to do whatever you please. For 
Kim, success is something more real and 
tangible: 


"Success is to be able to wake up in the 
morning and have the opportunity to look 
forward to something in your day and be 
able to accomplish it. 


For ten years of my life back in 1994, I 
started selling Our Voice. Mainly to catch up 


on bills and that kind of thing and I kept 
with it, but as I got older it got more and 
more difficult 

In regards to doing it out in the elements 
and I lost purpose and self-worth in regards 
to doing it. So I decided to turn around and 
see about becoming employed. 

I am still in a low income bracket. | still 
have not reached the point of success yet. 
This is a small success in going from selling 


the magazine to being gainfully employed. 


In other words, success truly is not the 
grand visions we sometimes draw in the 
comic book of our minds. It is not the 
ability to lift locomotives or leap build- 
ings in a single bound. It is the small 
steps, the little motivations that define a 
hero. 


I 


like Saint ( Knights in shining 


armor battling dragons. Kim battles the 
dragon of his physical handicap in a suit 
of armor. With a shining attitude how 
lose and no wonder he is such a 


in 

ty, ‘ ; h 

stron for the disabled 
In the past, | was on the disabled aduit 

transportation system advisory id for 4 
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years. Io follow that, | was ed Dy 
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system adaviso 


ry board for five years. | am 
still active in the advisor role in making pub- 
lic transit more accessible. 

t is Kim's secret power. Is it 
vision or the ability to create storms’ No 


it's the ability to overcome difficult cir- 


X-Tay 


cumstances in his life. Kim has the amaz- 
ing ability to turn the word poverty into 
positively. 


"[ think there is to much emphasis on the 
word poverty. I think people focus too much 
on the negative aspect of poverty. I think peo- 
ple have to turn around to put them in a 
frame of mind to do something constructive, 
JE: protest to the right government agencies 
to ensure there isn't any poverty.” 


In the moment, the still of now. People 
can achieve amazing things. Kim has no 
grand plans for the future. No secret 
fortresses in the arctic circle. His approach 
is more simple: 


"I can't foresee what's down the road for 
the future. I am just grateful that I can keep 
a job. I am equally grateful that my employer 
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is equally good, that he is willing to do any- 
thing that he can to do to make my job less 
challenging. With the physical challenges that 
I face having cerebral palsy, | am just grateful 
that I have a good employer. 

I approached the manager last summer, 
saying I wasn't able to bear the elements any- 
more. I wanted to get involved in a job where I 
am contributing as a individual and that I 
wanted to see if I could get working. I applied 
for a position which involved putting prices on 
shelves and that kind of thing, but in lieu of 
the physical aspect of it, Human Resources 
thought it might be too taxing for my physical 
challenges. So, August to April I waited for a 
job at the gas bar to open up. Human 
resources recommended that I could work at 
the gas bar, but I had to wait until a opening 
came up.” 


So what advice does this hero have? 
What does this superhero have to say? 


"Be positive. If you want to go out and tun 
n nd and get gainfully employed you 
a human market. 


OS urself. You're 


You have to sell that market wher 


it is to achieve that goal. 


As far a humorous note I was a night owl 


before this job. I never thought I would be 


waking up a 4 in the morning to be on a bus 
quarter to six, to be there at seven in the 
morning.” 


All superheroes have a sidekick 
Superman has Jimmy Olson, Batman has 
Robin. The hidden hero in this story is Rick 
Cross, the Manager of the Oliver Square 
Safeway who has made it his personal mis 
sion to help those with disabilities find 
employment and self-worth in his store. As 
Kim states: 


"Mr. Rick Cross loves to see people with 
challenges and disabilities become gainfully 
employed. So naturally, that is a good formula 
for people like myself who may run into chal- 
lenges on the job site. I am five foot one and 
the counter is quite high. He build me a five 
inch platform so I could work as a cashier This 
shows what character Rick has." 


When your walking through the local 
sprawl mart and looking at the GI Joes and 
Barbies, real heroes can't be packed in easy 
wrapping. Heroes come from struggling 
with the small things and not the big drag- 
ons. 


"Yes Safeway does care. Thank you very 
much Safeway and especially Rick." 


-Philip Jagger 


Januc Ary 
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(David C. Ward) 


A Story of 
Success 


avid 's. has had many and var- 

ied career experiences. David 

is a very sincere, honest, and a 

hard working individual. He 

doesn't give up, no matter what obstacles 

are in his way, to achieve his goals. . 

This reporter first met David about 36 

years ago, as members of Edmonton 

South Junior Chamber of Commerce 

(Jaycees). I thought I knew a lot about 

the man, but in preparing this article, 
discovered, I barely knew him. 

David was born about Jan. 23/36 

somewhere near Chesterfield Inlet, 


N.W.T., Canada. He is of Inuit (Eskimo) 
heritage. Like many Inuit he was adopt- 
ed by a Caucasian family and was given 
an English name, thus somewhat hiding 
his Inuit roots from the general public. 

David because of his ethnicity, experi- 
enced racial discrimination a few times, 
e.g., when applying to Law Faculties, in 
Canada, he was turned down, then 
ended up attending a College and 
University, in the U.S.A., 1958 - 62, taking 
Business Administration. In 1977 - 81, 
he attended U.B.C., and obtained his Law 
Degree. 

The various career experiences David 
has had include; Lawyer, Director of a 
Native Housing group, in rural Alberta, 
talk show host 2 stations - CJIO and 
CJCA, Alderman Edmonton 1968 - 74, 
Public Relations Director, Life Insurance 
Sales, Professional Football Player 


Continued on Pg. 13 
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SUCCESS 


There's no point in success 
if you don't let it go to your 


head. That's what it’s for 


JOHN OTway, 
British rock musician 
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a DYSFUNCTION 


Modern theories of mental 
dysfunction led to the 
elimination of witches 
from our serious ontology. 
The concepts of folk 
psychology—belief, 
desire, fear, sensation, 
pain, joy, and so on— 
await a similar fate, 
according to the view at 
issue. And when 
neuroscience has matured 
to the point where the 
poverty of our current 
conceptions is apparent to 
everyone, and the 

= superiority of the new 
framework is established, 
we shall then be able to 
set about reconceiving our 
internal states and 
activities, within a truly 
adequate conceptual 
framework at last. 


Paut M. CHURCHLAND 
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ELECT (ILE 
DYSFUNCTION 


don't know why Americans or anyone 

else may be concerned about the 

November 2, 2004 election. It truly 

does not matter who wins, because the 
capitalist/religious dogs will triumph no 
matter what the outcome. | do not say this 
lightly, nor without reason. It was a great 
American president, Dwight Eisenhower, 
who foreshadowed the current American 
insanity with the words, "Beware the mili- 
tary-industrial complex." But the military- 
industrial complex now has a new weapon 
in its arsenal, the Rapture. 

My favourite television shows are 'The 
Apprentice" and "Jack Van Impe". I, literal- 
ly, have been worried that I would give 


myself a hernia from laughing so hard 
when I watch these missives from the dark- 
est heart of that misguided and misaligned 
country to the south. From The Donald's 
muskrat that he wears on his head, his pre- 
tentious and abusive corporate consan- 
guinity of sallow fixated expression; to the 
equally absurd so-called Christian relation- 
ships that Van Impe endeavours to align, of 
John this and Revelations to, low and 
behold, the Rapture, that for those of little 
intellect provide an effortless way out of the 
vicissitudes of modern life, and a lodestone 
of utter nonsense for those unaccustomed 
to questioning, these are the best comedic 
relief currently available. 


As reported in the alternative and reli- 
gious media, John Ashcroft and Condeleeza 
Rice played Christian music and sang 
hymns as inspiration while they planned 
the destruction of American civil liberties. 
Dick Cheney's little mechanical heart 
pumped for all its worth to keep up as he 
scuttled into a hole of his own construction 
beneath his house (it is a glorified bomb 
shelter - presumably to ensure the safety of 
the non-metallic pieces of his body) to plot 
the takeover of Iraqi oil reserves, the 
destruction of the Iraqi infrastructure, the 
murder of countless Iraqi civilians, the tor- 
ture of political prisoners and incarceration 
without cause of other, ‘persons of interest,’ 


the increase in his bottom line wealth and 
to await the second coming of Christ in the 
Rapture. I'm not making this up. Have a 
Google. 

Jack Van Impe contends that the 
European Union is the evil world govern- 
ment of the anti-Christ that plots the 
destruction of the US of A. However, Van 
Impe contends that this will be made all 
right by the second coming of the most 
abused man in Christianity, the Messiah 
in the Rapture. Again, I'm not making this 
up. You can order his video for $29.95 
Canadian from somewhere in Windsor, 
Ontario, shipping included; however, I per- 
sonally have not taken the poor devil up 
on his offer as | prefer the face-to-face of 
reality television. 

As you know, The Donald is a multi- 
millionaire, the penultimate capitalist; he'll 
tell you so himself. So are Cheney, Ashcroft, 
Rice, Kerry, Jack Van Impe and the baby 
Bush. What holds all of these people in 
common beside their money is the arro- 
gance of position, the fixation of their posi- 
tion by their placement in the pyramid of 
power. They could no more think nor act 
outside of their position than a fish swim 
outside of water. If they sought to operate 
outside of their position, they would not 
have that position because the pyramid of 
support for these people does not acknowl- 
edge anything outside of their pyramid as 
having value. As such, the current difficul- 
ties in the IMF to forgive the debt of African 
nations is example. Charity and forgive- 
ness are alien to those who control the IMF: 
like a heart for Dick Cheney, they just don't 
have it in them. 

James Watt, the Secretary of the Interior 
for the United States under Ronnie Reagan, 
said that why environmental regulations 
did not matter any more is because the 
Rapture is immanent, Jesus would come 
soon and every good Christian would be 
resurrected and join Jesus in Heaven, so 
why worry about the environment? The 
idea of my old dad, he was a Christian but 
could be a real bugger in life, emerging full 
blown from the grave to harass the family 
one more time, perhaps just a little fusty, is 
a somewhat different vision of the end of 
all time than I care to accept. 

The military industrial complex loves 
the Rapture. It allows them to undertake 
whatever abuse of the planet or people, 
(read non-Christians or those identified as 
outside of their particular pyramid of 
power), that they wish without question. If 
you question, you have no faith. If you 
have no faith, you are not a Christian. If 
you are not a Christian, you are evil. And 
you know what happens to evil people in 
the United States. 


James Lauder 


GLOBAL VISIONS 
FILM FESTIVAL 


23rd Annual Global Visions 
Film Festival 


November 4 through 7, 2004 


Alberta Credit 
Counsellors Ltd. 


Est. 1995 
www.telusplanet/public/debt 


#302, 10050 - 112 St. 
Edmonton, AB 


(780) 488-3328 
Fax: (780) 453-3328 
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‘Overcoming 
FASD 


oy is a 36-year-old woman who was 

born with FASD and dropped out of 

school early because of the constant 

teasing, name calling and frustration of 

not being able to grasp what seemed to 
come so easily to her classmates. It wasn't 
until she was an adult and had moved to 
Edmonton from Northern Alberta that she 
received the diagnosis that helped explain 
her impulsivity, anger control issues, and 
difficulty holding down a job. Joy had 
short-term memory problems and an 
inability to comprehend reading and writ- 
ing skills which made employment difficult. 
By this time she was entrenched in a life of 
alcohol and drugs in an effort to overcome 
her feelings of worthlessness and poor self- 
esteem. 

She was parenting a six-year-old boy, 
also diagnosed with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorder, and pregnant with her second son 
when she came to Well Community - Well 
Families. Joy was determined that her sec- 
ond child would be born free of any alco- 
hol-related neurological problems. She was 
one of the original participants in 1998 
when WCWF was a pilot project and 
remained in the program until 
February/04. With support and advocacy, 
Joy gave birth to a healthy baby boy but 
soon after relapsed back into the old 
lifestyle. 

By this time there was Child Welfare 
involvement due to her alcohol abuse, and 
Joy lost her children for three months. 
Working hard with her Advocate and 
Children's Services, a service plan was 
developed which involved treatment at 
AADAC and weekly home visitations that 
were designed to help Joy stay focused on 


‘ nen “a 


plans were drawn up at once when new 


problems were anticipated and Joy was suc- 
cessful in getting her children returned. 

She is still involved with Enhanced 
Services for Women at AADAC and through 
counseling and support groups, Joy remains 
alcohol free. She sets realistic expectations 
within extended timeframes for herself and 
is almost always successful at attaining 
them. Joy continues to attend one on one 
counseling sessions because women with 
FASD do not always do well in group and 
she continues to struggle with money man- 
agement and self esteem, but recognizes 
that she will need ongoing assistance and 
structure to manage her life effectively. 
Working with five Advocates in five years, 
all of whom closely monitored her and 
worked extensively in many areas of her 
life, she is feeling confident and in control. 
We have reduced her 'failures' and define 
success differently now. We now adjust out- 
come and success measures to match Joy's 
circumstances rather than societal norms. 

Today Joy will pick up the phone and 
call for support at any given time. She 
attended 'Changing Paths’ at Elizabeth Fry 
and stays in touch with her mentor there. 
She is very involved with school activities 
where her boys attend and is raising her 
children in a safe and stable environment. 
Joy has made new friends away from the 
old lifestyle. She compensates, accommo- 
dates and modifies whenever it is necessary, 
and she does all this with outstanding 
results. She has lost weight due to a huge 
diet change, lives a well - rounded life 
enriched by friends, and is well connected 
to resources that provide concrete support. 
Today Joy talks openly about her disability 
and praises the program for five years of 
being counselor, teacher, leader, guide, 
advisor and coach throughout the whole 


process. 
-Well Communities, Well Families 
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Family 
Violence 
Report 


he Government of Alberta has 

released a report outlining key 

areas for action arising from the 

Alberta Roundtable on Family 
Violence and Bullying. 

The roundtable report - Finding 
Solutions Together - was developed by 
government based on what was heard 
during the roundtable process. The report 
outlines government's long-term objec- 
tives and highlights activities that are cur- 
rently 
community partners. There are five key 


underway or in development with 


areas for action in the report: social 
change; provincial leadership; a collabo- 
rative, co-ordinated community response; 
services and supports; and accountability 

"Families, and children in particular, 
deserve to be free from violencé 
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create a violence-free province is if indi- 
viduals, families, communities and gov- 
ernment find solutions together. I'm proud 
to be releasing this report on behalf of 
partnering ministries in response to what 
we heard from Albertans during the 
roundtable." 

Highlights from the report include 
establishing a community incentive pro- 
gram to support the development of a co- 
ordinated response to family violence and 
bullying at the local level; establishing a 
single, cross-sector entity for province- 
wide leadership on family violence and 
bullying in the longer term; implementing 
a cross-ministry education and awareness 
bullying prevention strategy; and expand- 
ing and enhancing cross-sector training. 

Some of the strategies in the report are 
already underway. The Alberta govern- 
ment, for example, will be investing $2 
million from its current budget to help 
communities across the province prevent 
family violence. Application forms for 
community incentive fund grants will be 
available at the end of November. Longer 
term strategies will be reviewed by each 
ministry as part of their business plan- 
ning process. 

The Alberta Roundtable on Family 
Violence and Bullying was held May 7 in 
Calgary after seven months of public con- 
sultation with 3,500 Albertans. The 
Alberta government has identified family 
violence as a key strategy in its 20-year 
plan. 


- Public Service Announcement 
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(Edmonton Eskimos), and Boxing 
Referee. 

David has received many honors 
and awards, in recognition of his athlet- 
ic and community efforts over the past 
40 years. 1969 Vanier 
Award , as one of five Most Outstanding 


Honors include 


Young Men, in Canada, made an 
Honorary Citizen of the State of Texas 
and the City of New Orleans, U.S.A. In 
1981 was recognized as the first Inuit to 
obtain a Law Degree, and become a 
practicing Lawyer, in Canada, 

On Mar. 14/2003, former Mayor Bill 
Smith, declared Kiviaq Day, in 
Edmonton, recognizing David success- 
fully 
the Alberta Government, for 
all Inuit ,in Alberta, to legally use their 
birth name. 


obtaining legal permission from 


him and 


David's amateur and professional 
athletic experiences include; boxing 
Provincial and Canadian Golden Gloves 
Championships, Edmonton Huskies 
and Eskimos, (career shortened by seri- 
ous injuries), referee and judge of 
Professional Boxing Matches. 

David's volunteer experiences, from 
1962 to present day, numbers 82 differ- 

t responsibiliti 


some 


xamples 


Board of Directors and was a National 
Award winner , in 1964. Muk Luk 
Mardi Gras -Public Relation and Board 
Chairman 1963 - 66. Klondike 
Association - organizer and director, 
1964 - 2000. Native Friendship Centre - 
Director and President 1967- 70. 
Edmonton's 1978 Commonwealth 
Games Foundation 
member of National Advisory Council . 
In 1983 Edmonton's World University 
Games (second only in participants, the 


- Director and 


Summer Olympic Games) - Director. 
Volunteer with Uncles at Large 1983 - 
88. Worked as Director and in Public 
Relations for various human health 
groups e.g. Cancer, M.S. and C.F. 

In 2001 David applied to the Alberta 
Government, for all Inuit, in Alberta 
present day and future, to legally use 
their original family name, in only a 
very short period of time, without 
resorting to court action, permission 
was granted, (Provincial Jurisdiction). 
Due to a terminal medical condition 
David has recently closed down his Law 
Practice. He is now devoting his spare 
time and energy to obtain for all Inuit, 
in Canada, Rights and Recognition 
they do not have, but Canadian Metis 
and Full Blooded Aboriginals , have 
long enjoyed. We can only hope that 
David's efforts will come to a swift and 
positive conclusion. More information 
on his quest, with be covered in a future 
Our Voice issue. 


-Cecil Garfin 


(jJaycees) 1962 - 64, on the 
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money money 
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PEOPLE 
SPENT... 


This story was given to me exactly 
as it appears below ... by a young 
man who lives in our city ... he was 
afraid nobody would print it ... but 
he also wanted, for obvious reasons, 
to keep his name out of it. 

The nightmare of this young 
man's life is real-he is real-and so 
are the problems he continues to 
deal with because of things that 
happened to him when he was too 
young and helpless to prevent 
them. That he has survived at all is 
a testimonial to the triumph of the 
human spirit against all odds. That 
he is also somebody you can count 
on to guard your back in a tight 
corner is nothing short of a miracle 
... and one of the best character 
references the street can offer! 


y name is irrelevant but my 
story isn't. I'll bring you in to 
a world I survived and you 
will be thankful it didn't hap- 
pen to you 
I was only 8 years old when the first 
guy raped me and left money beside my 
I was no longer a 
child but a youth about to go to hell 
I picked myself up and took the 
money to my mom; | told her I found it 
hidden between some trees. Back then 
people (drug dealers) did that kind of 
thing. Mom was surprised and happy but 
she tried to hide the fact that she was. 
She called the babysitter and left; I didn't 
see her for 3 days after that, which was 
fine by me 
had a temper and | was too slow to run 
from her fury; one thing, though, | did 
get tough from those temper tantrums 
Life for me was almost a short one sever- 
al times because of my stupidity or my 
mother's small fits of rage at my stupidi- 
ty. After her partying that I paid for she 
would come home with questions an 8 


sore and violated body; 


The reason | say that is she 
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year old would not even understand 
From then on it was a completely 
(****ed] up world for me to survive in but 


I survived nonetheless; I spent most of 
my childhood serving those sick but rich 
men and giving my mom some of the 
profit but keeping the rest for myself. I 
was going to school as this was happen- 
ing in my life and it took a lot of lying 
and "hiding the walk" to lift suspicion 
not only from my mom but also from 
friends and school officials 

This went on for two years. Then the 
beatings got worse and I got fed up so 
much that I ran away for the first time; 
my family was real worried but | didn't 
care. Finally the social service people 
caught up to me and put me in foster 
care; I stayed with the foster family until 
they started to abuse me. I also met 
another youth who was gay but didn't 
admit the fact he was. We slept together 
several times before he went back to the 
city to get killed by overdosing on drugs; 
I stayed at the home until the oldest 
daughter got in a bad car accident and 
had major brain damage as a result of 
the car accident. A drunk driver killed 
my friend in that accident also. I got fed 


up and ran away to the city of look for 
my first boyfriend from the home in 
hopes he could put me ) until | got 


back in to school. By the time I got to the 
city he was already dead 8 months and 
already forgotten but not by me. 

I got back into my old lifestyle as the 
"boy toy" and the first night I pulled in 
$300.00 to be "The Student" (role-play- 
isked me to role-play was entertair 
ing. He became my first real regular and 
after his death in '96 he was the last; he 
was the only one who didn't touch me 
even when | was old enough. During the 
time I knew him I went through many 
obstacles like: trouble with the law, boy 
girlfriends, and everyone's favourite 
group homes. 

One group home comes to mind 
where another youth seduced me my first 
week there, then tried to pimp me off to 
his clientele the next week. At about 
that time I was studying the art of self- 
defence and when he took me to "The 
Stroll" (which I was well acquainted 
with) and told me I'd better make 
$2,000.00 or he would get the others to 
rape me. I was really shocked, not by the 
fact of what he said, but by the after- 
math; the constable told me I almost 
killed him. He sucker punched me and | 
went ballistic like a bloodthirsty berserk- 
er; that was the only time I-really lost it 

After that incident in my life the 
courts put me in a mental institution; | 
stayed there like a guinea pig and looked 
like the poster boy for AADAC. During 
my 9 month vacation from reality | 


worked in their print shop as the font set- 
ter, and I also worked on my cooking 
skills (at least something paid off). Time 
seemed to stand still in that place 
always seeing the same people day in 
day out. If I wasn't crazy when | went in 
then I sure in the hell am now; hell | 
guess everyone loses it after being 
through my life at least once. 


A Reality 
Check 


ased on Stats-Canada figures for 
the year 2001 there 
approximately 15,000 reported 
and confirmed cases of children 
victimized by some form of sexual 
offence every year in Canada alone ... 


are 


and of these known cases nearly 2/3 are 
committed by family members and/or by 
family acquaintances. The mind shud- 
ders at the thought of how many more 
cases are not reported. Over 1/5 of our 
nation's population are children ... 


each one is force 


and 
d to live under the shad 
ow of being ‘at risk f becoming. 


me of 
ne Ol 


tomorrow § V1 


tims ... and that represents 
a threat to Canada's national security 
Our future as a nation depends upon 
the psychological well-being of tomor- 
row's leaders ... leaders who can only 
come from this same group of individu- 
als ... who are continually plagued by 
min A A i 1Culill 
who ‘falls through the cracks’ in our edu- 
cational system or medical care system 
or social services system or foster care 
system or justice system or even in our 
health system. If 15,000 


Canadians were threatened by political 


mental 


terrorists we would respond to that threat 
post-haste ... it is unconscionable that we 
continue to act helpless in the face of 
such a terrible social disaster which is, 
after all, one of the worst imaginable 
forms of terrorist activity. 

We must find ways to make our chil- 
dren safe ... simply taking them out of 
the dark of th them under 
t t 


he artificial lights of the schoolroom has 


mines to Sit 


not been enough. They remain one of the 
single, most-exploited groups in our 
country today. They need and deserve 
the true light of love and hope shining in 
their lives. 

It is not always good to maintain the 
status quo ... 
a necessity .. 
designed to amuse and entertain. This is 
definitely one of those times! 


sometimes social change is 
and not just an ideal 


- Misty Wells 
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2 ...because even dogs have bad hair days 


Sia’ Self-Serve Dog Wash & Grooming SPA 
Full-Service grooming also available 


NO Clean-Up NO Lifting NO Problems 
Uniquely designed for you and your pet's comfort, 


And we supply everything you need! 
Shampoo, Conditioner, Towels, Dryers, Clippers, etc 


442-MUTT (6888) 8005-102 St. 
www.laundro-mutt.com 


Bring this Ad 
in for 25% 


off self-service 
grooming 


(780) 963-4044 
3920 - 49 Avenue, 
Stony Plain, AB 


oboth 


Reh 


| 


Christian Ministries 


HOPE 


Hope is a fragile flower with bruised 


petals 


Growing in the most unlikely places. 


It is 


glimpsed in a tentative smile 
1a cold rain soaked w 
Is } anded a oat 
t ix and that rea 
With ich of greetinc 
na ( led ] )p- 


It is heard in the sound of laughter 


And the swirl of conversation 


Around tables in the soup kitchen. 

Hope is found even in the harshness 
Of homelessness, addictions and loss. 
It is a small, pure revelation of heaven 
In a cruel, sin sick world. 


- Linda Dumont 


A DISTANT 


ls 


ramed by a face 


MUSE 


{er mischievous smile and 


‘elfin you 


She was not of this world. 


Her body so lithe and small 
That I worry | will crush her 
When I take her in my arms. 


Despite a world so harsh and cruel 
She wishes all of this world 


So much love and light. 


When rough men whore filled 
With lust and desire gaze on her, 
She ignores their beastly intent 
And searches for the goodness 


In their souls. 


Her trust in me and all my works 
Stifles all cynicism my heart conjures, 
Simply for the value of my honesty 
That | suspect I've yet to earn it. 


How can any father, brother, lover or 


friend 


Not offer their heart in supplication 
To a young pixie who brings such joy. 


- Dave Fraser 


SUBVERSES 


FEDERAL THORN 


Feeling a little scared, tainted and alone. 
[rying to get used to this place I'll call home 
Still what remains, is thousands of days 
all the result of my negligent ways 
There are a million different things 
that I wish I didn't do 
but now is my chance to start over new. 
At this very moment, my future seems bleak 


maybe only because, sometimes | feel a little weak 


Lack of communication, support and even love, 
asking for the help from a friend up above. 
Just one sign, 
a hint that I'll be okay. 
Instead of spending my time trying to wish it all away. 
No hope to undo, what is already done, 
I may be locked up, but they still haven't won. 


I refuse to give up, let go or even fall. 
Although on some days, 
it's not easy to stand tall. 


The seasons will change, and the days will go by, 


but the essence of ease, 


EOE aa 10 understand whys sco: 
— Times in my past, there was no way to be torn, 
and now I'm forever cut, 


by the federal thorn. 


-Amie Campbell 


MYSTERIOUS SEEDS 


Found a box of seeds in the basement 
I looked the bags over but I couldn't see what they were. 
So I found some pails of different sizes, 
bought some soil and fertilizer and proceeded to plant 
the seeds and give them lots of water. 
I took care of them and one day 
I could see small green sprouts 
They started to grow and grow. 
Thinking to myself out loud I knew what 
these mysterious seeds were. 
I knew why there were so many plants 
and why my pots were so full. 
I had been growing stinkweed with gentle care, 
love and weed picking. 
It showed me that it only takes one seed to grow, 
good or bad. 


- Betty Nordin 


POETRY Ep. a 


Poetry is concerned with 
using with abusing, 

with losing 

with wanting, 

with denying with 
avoiding with adoring 
with replacing the noun. It 
is doing that always 
doing that, doing that and 
doing nothing but that. 
Poetry is doing nothing 
but using losing 

refusing and 

pleasing and betraying 
and caressing nouns. 
That is what poetry does, 
that is what poetry has t 
do no matter what kind of 
poetry it is. And there 

are a great many 

kinds of poetry. 


GERTRUDE STEIN 
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EWARE OF STRANGERS! They might 

change your life! They might force 

you to take a good honest look at 

what you're doing-at who you're 
becoming-at everything you're missing out 
on! They might even provoke a response 
from you that takes you out of whatever 
comfortable corner you've been hiding in- 
and cause you to strive to meet your own 
potential in life. 


IC 


In Memorium 


Evelyn Lois Fox 
August 14/1937 to September 27/ 2004 


've always taken great pleasure in 
thinking and being outside of the box 
Now I've had one of my own knocked 
out of the box for good. My Mom. 

Her loss has been the hardest of a long 
list of harm that has been a part of this 
mortal toil I call my life but, the benefits of 
knowing such a honorable, caring, loving and 
forthright individual has left me the richest 
man | know. Her self-effacing humor and the 
ability to laugh at mankind's prideful miscon- 
ceptions has given me the ability to laugh at 
the human race as a whole. Her kindness, 
never to look for perfection, but only the best 
Her understanding, just be good. 


So in honor of her I thought I'd list a few 
of her vices: 


Next to a shot of some 
good, habit-forming 
narcotic, there is nothing 
like travelling alone as a 


Strangers do present a very real danger 
to anyone rooted to the predictable patterns 
of role and routine. It's much safer to just 


1. White chocolate. Just a bit would do ya and 


“builder-upper.” 


ROBERT BENCHLEY 


Ingredients: 


- 24 small tart shells 

- 10 button mushrooms - thinly sliced, 
sauteed in butter 

- 100ml cream 

- Wild rice 

- Barley 

- Brown rice (a packaged rice blend is fine, 
just more expensive) 

- 100g Parmesan - reggiano, padano or 
romano 

- One small piece of beef, cooked medium 


Meal 


Inexpensive meals that can 
be made in one pot or pan 


SAVOURY TARTS 


Presentation: 


Serve tarts with sliced beef and sliced green 
onions placed on top. This can be served as 
an appetizer or an entrée. If you want to 
make this for an entrée, just put the filling 


in a larger pie shell. 
- Warren Bjarnason 


INK/TONER REFILL 


PRINTER REPAIRS 


stay all wrapped up in the warm and cozy 
little cocoon of social sedation that is woven 
by the short-sighted limitations of your own 
values, beliefs and experiences. Altered per- 
spectives from a different worldview might 
transform you into one of those wondrous 
things of rare and exotic beauty-an authen- 
tic self-actualized human being. Then, just 
like the butterfly, you might not only stretch 
and dry your trembling, fragile and newly 
formed wings, but actually learn how to use 
them. You might go sailing off into the wild 
blue yonder to pursue the heady nectars of 
sustenance-in the so much greer ic 
existing just beyond the boundaries of all 
that you have known. 

Too idealistic? Romanticized? Perhaps! 
And yet-not at all unrealistic! Too many of 
us sit in lethargic hibernation throughout 
much of our lives-mesmerized by the com- 
plicated designs detailing our existence. Too 
many of us suppress the natural human 
curiosity underlying a basic need to investi- 
gate and explore the unknown. Too many 
of us are driven to social apathy by our fear 
of confronting the unexpected. 

Unless we break free from the snares of 
custom and habit and personal prejudice 
entrapping us-then the undefined substance 
of a stranger is doomed to remain just that- 
the unknown and potentially hazardous 
edge of our world that we are afraid of 
falling off of. 

Then we forget that we are not meant to 
stagnate and die in well-insulated little 
social havens where we are isolated and 
alienated from the greater-human family. 
We forget how to embrace the metamor- 
phosis of change and life and growth. 
While nobody needs to become a common 
social butterfly, it's when we forget how to 


if you share it with the cat it cuts down on 
thoughts about weight gain and how sinfully 
delicious it is(Good ol' Ma, there's nothing like 
sharing the guilt). 


2. Pepsi with a screw top cap(just aittle nip at 
a time, mind)so you could put it in the fridge 
for later. 


3. All you can eat restaurants. To:her the 
thought of going to a place where you can éat 
a little or a lot for the same price would cause 
the phrase, "Oooohh....goody" to be uttered 
from her lips and her tiny hands would begi 
to rub together. What's not to love about that. 
4. Be good. She loved people that were’good or 
would try to be good, nothing more nothing 
less. 


5. Honesty. See number 4 


6. Treat people as you would like to be treated. 
See number 4. 


7. Plants. She didn't have a green thumb she 
had green hands. In Texas where she resided it 
was hot and dry, and when she lived in 
Canada as we all know it's cold and dry in the 
winter, warm and wet in the summer. It didn't 
matter. What ever she grew flourished to epic 
proportions causing anyone in visual range to 
think that there was a botanical garden that 
had moved into their neighborhood. 


8. Empathy. See number 4. 


9. Faith. To her this was one of her biggest 
vices if you would call it that. It wasn't enough 
for her if a person was well in body, mind and 
spirit. She wanted your soul to be good as well. 


rare & sliced thinly FREE oO befriend the wings of tolerance and under- 10. Laughter. To her you couldn't laugh 
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== , ; re fly-and can never know the nurture and it bearable in those hard time is the ability to 
- Beef Broth ab savings ) : ree 
“Gaia ania Gad thiily eF camaraderie of so many of those brothers _ laugh at the situation and move on. 
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Directions: 2 ME >\ Sg | hope that you are one of those elusive, While we do — spit rape to little man, 
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cool, put in tart shells and bake at 375° 
for 20 minutes 


Toner ink Depot 9868 - 63 Ave 


CALL: 414-6147 
Suite #1, 10327 - 61st Avenue 


See you on the corner! 


- Misty Wells 


left in my safe keeping ... Be good Bruce, be 
good, 


- Bruce Fox 


KIND 


Give It up 
for the 
Venoors! 


ur Voice builds bridges between 
parts of the community that 
may otherwise have little or no 
There 


exists a distinct division between people 


contact with each other 
who have enough or too much and those 
with not nearly enough. 

Our Voice Vendors have regular cus- 
tomers with which they build long-term 
ongoing relationships. The Vendors devel- 
op social skills that assist them in build- 
ing confidence and sometimes moving-on 
to more "regular" employment. One of 
our long-term Vendors, Kim Lazurik 
recently secured a job at the Oliver 
Safeway gas station. Kim had built such a 
solid relationship with the store manager, 
that he was offered this position when it 
came up. We lost a great vendor to the 
open market, but, of course, we wish him 
all the best. 

Many Our Voice Vendors are also Our 
Voice writers, who have the opportunity to 
build communication skills, express them- 
selves through personal stories and poet- 
ry, making a little extra money in the 
process. 


a stable place to live, are the feelings of 
isolation and loneliness that so often 
make a bad situation even worse. The Our 
Voice community gives Vendors a group of 
support and a feeling of being part of a 
team. 

Making a go of it as a Vendor is not an 
easy gig; at first, it can take weeks to 
make a measurable hourly wage and a 
lot of people ignore you completely as a 
matter of course. I can honestly say that I 
would not last three days as an Our Voice 
vendor, especially in winter. I would 
either starve to death or attack the source 
of a snotty comment expressing the opin- 
ion that I should get a real job. 

In short, Our Voice Vendors learn the 
patience of a Buddha, communication 
skills, writing skills, PR skills and the 
value and beauty of belonging. Our Voice 
benefits the community as a whole as 
much as it benefits the vendors who sell 
it. Over 2000 people have taken on the 
challenge of vending for Our Voice since 
we started over 10 years ago. 

Our Voice Vendors are a group of men 
and women with physical, mental or 
emotional barriers who put in long hours 
in the extremes of Alberta weather to 
make enough money to support a bare 
minimum for human existence. 

Our Voice Vendors are a rare breed. If 
you know a good citizen with limited 
career options that you think would bene- 
fit from the Our Voice program, 


Call Ron @ 423-2285 ext 139 or 


The 
FOXx’s 
Den 


Something is 
Seriously 


this Picture 


hy is it really hard to find 

affordable housing? I am not 

talking about subsidized 

housing where rent is one 
third of income a month. Low cost units for 
low-income wage earners or people on 
fixed incomes. e.i. SFI, AISH, Medical or 
Pensions. They are at the mercy of some 
landlords. 

It has been brought to my attention 
that one such landlord is riding roughshod 
over about twenty-five tenants. The build- 
ing in question ( Gateway Inn Two at 
10303-96 Street) is brand spanking new, 
with rents for bachelor units, without a 
washroom, for three hundred fifty dollars. 
With a washroom, four hundred fifty dol- 
lars, and a one bedroom is higher. 

All tenants are on a fixed income. 
Everything was running smoothly until 
October 12, 2004 about four months after 
the building opened. Then the dreaded 
EVICTION NOTICE!!! 

"Pleased be advised that effective 
December 1, 2004, that the P. I. N. ( People 
In Need Society) will be leasing this entire 
facility. This means that by 12:00 PM of 
Decenber 1, 2004 we must all vacate the 
premises. All security deposits will be 
immediately refunded upon return of keys 
and presuming no damagehas occurred." 

It then goes on to apologise for any 
inconvenience this may couse by inviting 
them to rent at Gateway Inn at 9514-102A 
Avenue. They have priority for rooms 
there.Novembers rent must be paid in full 
by the Sth or eviction will occur immedi- 
ately. 


KPUBLIC 


Then they go on to say how sorry for 
the trouble this is putting you through. 
However these were unforeseeable circum- 
stances and we must all make the best of a 
difficult situation. Signed by V. Sagar ( 
Victor Sagar ) ].W.T.Property Manager. 

Projects like these nearly all have been 
done by the private sector keeping low- 
income housing in the non-profit sector so 
that tenants on low income will be treated 
fairly 

Just before deadline, from an unknown 
source, I heard that it was the intention for 
the building to be P. I. N. from the start 
Now enquiring minds want to know why 
this residence was rented out to the general 
public in the first place?????????? 

My own opinion is it is just BLOODY 
GREED AND DECEPTION 


Thanks to: 


he Outdoor Farmers Market opened 

on May 22, 2004, due to a lot of 

long and tireless work by Jennifer 

Gilbert and Patty Milligan. 
Through the cooperation of Bob Walker 
from City Planning, cooridinating with 
City Departments and Micheal Phair and 
Jane Batty-Councilors for Ward Four-along 
with the rest of City Politicions and all the 
supporters too numerous to mention a 
HUGE THANK YOU. 

The Outdoor Market ran from May 
22nd to October 9th. On October 16th the 
winter location opened in the Revilon 
Building on 102nd Avenue and 104th 
treet from 2 AM until 2 Pi 


: , Various 
meats,baked goods and crafts. Come on 
down and enjoy and also to sample the dif- 
ferent foods in the food court. 

You won't be disappointed. 


-Kevin Fox 


Venoor of 
the Month 


Mee 


Misty Wells 


isty was born in 

Northbattleford, Sask., and has 

lived in Edmonton the past 30 

years.Misty has one brother 
and sister. Misty is a women of many skills 
experiences and talents. She has written 
promotional advertisements, office manu- 
als, .poetry , articles for Our Voice, short 
stories and is presently working on 2 nov- 
els. 


They have 


Her volunteer efforts include; group 
facilitator and parent educator, soccer 
coach, committees and board of director 
for a number of non-profit groups. 

Misty says, " When a person encoun- 
ters an Our Voice vendor, they must realize 
that each and every O.V. vendor is selling , 
because they need too, and only continue 
to sell the paper because they like what 
they are doing and the work suits their 
own capabilities and personal disabilities. 
She also states that selling the paper is a 

y good way for the vendors to acquire 


necessary funds, to meet their most 


basic of personal needs, from month to 


month 


Misty says "That her positions with the 
O.V. paper gives her the opportunity to 
take stock ( like an inventory of her life) 
and the different changes the occur, along 
the way. The public might think that pur 
chasing the paper from a vendor, is simply 
a business transaction, but it is really more 


d and 


than that. It is a bridge between vari 
different lifestyles and is an example of the 
different socio-economic levels, in our soci- 
ety. 

Misty further states "There is a chal- 
lenge for the public, to experience new 
thoughts and develop new attitudes, this is 
what she calls the CHALLENGE OF 
CHANGE. 

Misty also says " There are no two ven- 
dors alike; in background, lifelong experi- 
ences, their personalities, and with the 
same present day basic needs." It is very 
important that the public is aware of the 
differences and to not judge all vendors the 
same way 

eerie says the things about vending, all 
the different people she gets to meet and 
the time it gives her for personal reflection. 

Misty started to vend Feb./02, after a 
short period of time selling, she took a 
break, to pursue other challenges, and has 
only recently started writing for and vend- 
ing again. She can be found vending at; 
Second Cup - 82 Ave. - 104 St., U. of A. 
LRT Station, and Jasper Avenue - 109 St., 
near the Starbucks. 


-Cecil Garfin 


Book your parties 


with us! Fax 479-0997 


MONDAY & SUNDAY - FREE Pool 
TUESDAY - Name that tune 9-1 
WEDNESDAY - Karaoke Night 9 - 1 
THURSDAY - Open. dam 9 - 1 
FRIDAY/SATURDAY - Live Bands 


6402 - 118 Avenue 


Ph. 474-5554 


RePuBLIC Qian 


Thanks to all. For the great 
republic—for the principle 
it lives by, and keeps alive 
for man’s vast future, 
thanks to all 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


ah ASTROLOGY 


About astrology and 
palmistry: they are good 
because they make people 
vivid and full of 
possibilities. They are 
communism at its best. 
Everybody has a birthday 
and almost everybody 
has a palm. 


KURT VONNEGUT, JA. 
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Scorpio (October 24-November 22) 

In our culture of abundance, success at the end 
of the day should not be a question of whether 
or not you managed to avoid succumbing to 
frostbite or hypothermia. Those are conditions 
that should be avoidable for all but the literal 
crash victims. Help could be made available for 
people who need it most; it's just a matter of 
encouraging the political will to provide that 
help. You might consider participating in a little 
search and rescue of your own. 


Sagittarius (November 23-December 21) 

Before you consider bottling and marketing that 
Elixir of Success" potion you've been tinkering 
with, you really should do something about its 
tendency to metastasize liver lesions. 


Capricorn (December 22-January 20) 

Wanna be cool? Move to Alberta, the land of 
opportunity, the home of the "Alberta 
Advantage" in the ill-advised hope that "some- 
thing will come up". You'll get to live outside, 
and you'll be cool. 


Aquarius (January 21-February 19) 
Look around you. What's preventing you from 
adopting the backstabbin' strategies that have 
lead so many others to success? When you say 
"the world is running down" they laugh at you 
and say "that's a false alarm hollow head." They 
also say "nothing lasts forever anymore" but you 
say "I don't want to spend the rest of my life hat- 
ing how | live." The option to fade away is vield- 
ing to the likelihood that we're going to blast off 
You try to reach out and they just say "gimme 
that". Who loves life more? Live on. 


Pisces (February 20-March 20) 

The month of November, featuring as it does, 
two elections of significant importance to 
Albertans, offers a chance for you to reflect on 
the connection between our provincial and 
international political leadership and the likeli- 
hood of a Malthusian correction. The success of 
a species can be measured by the extent to 
which it manages to adapt to and thrive in its 
environment. This consideration is made a bit 
ambiguous when examining a "rational" 
species, such as Homo sapiens because the suc- 
cessful application of our intelligence to the 
process of environmental adaptation can be 
viewed as actual stupidity when there are no 
steps taken to keep that adaptation under the 
carrying capacity threshold of the environment, 
i.e. when our species is living in an unbalanced 
and unsustainable fashion within our environ- 
ment. A report by the World Wildlife Fund on 
the planet's ecological balance shows that 
"Between 1970 and 2000, populations of land, 
freshwater and marine species fell about 40 per 
cent". (That's not very successful on their part.) 
Furthermore, the report indicates that "humans 
use 20 per cent more natural resources than 
Earth can produce." The authors of the report 
urged a switch away from fossil fuels as a way to 
try and slow this alarming, species-threatening 
trend. This reminds Sandy of a song called 
Trouble" by Little Feat: "You yelled ‘hey!’ when 
your car wouldn't start. So you got real nervous 
and started to eat your heart out. Now you're so 
fat your shoes don't fit on your feet, you got 
trouble." What song does it remind you of 
Pisces? (Sandy might remind you that we live in 
a democracy [for the time being] and might also 
encourage you not to be too pessimistic; try not 
to select "Eve of Destruction”) 
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Aries (March 21-April 20) 

Work to reverse the current situation whereby 
stories are marketed as a means to a nefarious 
end. Look for, volunteer to take dictation of, hell, 
even fabricate, stories that lift the spirit and put 
some meaning on the "solitary, poor, nasty, 
brutish, and short" trek that so many of us take 
from here to there. Give them dignity and grace 
and engineer them so they are sturdy and can 
support our weight as we climb on them to see 
the light from the other side. 


Taurus (April 21-May 21) 

Arguing long-term success with a strategist 
whom has yet to be proven a failure is crazy 
making Taurus. Nurse a bottle of Glen Breton 
because you won't get any foolish doublespeak 
when you respect the only single-malt whiskey 
distilled in North America, even if you feel like 
you're growing a second tongue. 


Gemini (May 22-June 21) 

Did you ever experience that sharp, aching rage 
that accompanies the fast-burning epiphany 
into systemic injustice that keeps the conditions 
of success tantalizingly out of reach? Luckily for 
the little Sandys, your ersatz seer is no gambler 
but it's still no stretch to imagine such an illumi- 
nating insight into the essential nature of casi- 
nos maturing in the mind of the broken person 
slogging home after getting screwed by skewed 
chance. If you have even a passing interest in 
matching pretty well any definition of "success", 
practice self-care: stav awav from anv habits 
that siphon your 1] and your pockets and 
squeeze the life out of you. There's a good reason 
why they're called "vices". 


Cancer (June 22-July 23) 

There is a woman Sandy knows who survived a 
brutal, treacherous husband to go on and rais¢ 
three fine children by herself, becoming an 
inspiration to dozens of people in her circle. See? 
This succeeding against the odds thing... it can 
be done. 


Leo (July 24-August 22) 
Fear not Leo, success will inevitably accrue to 
your efforts in converting food into kilojoules. 


Virgo (August 23-September 23) 

While it is far from unprecedented, the idea of a 
political party riding the personal popularity of 
its leader to election victory does evoke an unsa- 
vory "whatever it takes" philosophy. Strange 
though it may seem Virgo, now would be the 
most likely time for you to stumble upon the fol- 
lowing on the wall of a public restroom: "Leering 
from a billboard, the flabby visage of a contrary, 
folksy’ traitor all but assured of electoral success 
by the unfortunate constellation of circum- 
stances neatly summarized by apathy and afflu- 
ence, gazing out over his kingdom; that which is 
basically a bountiful backwater in a teeming 
resource colony overseen by the preening 2-D 
toady done up in affected regional pride; a 
cranky, self-important, covert corporate func- 
tionary, a lumbering, inarticulate lickspittle pay- 
ing dues as a poorly disguised regent prior to 
slithering over to his post-term sinecure. Give us 
some leadership and a place to live!" 


Libra (September 24-October 23) 
Do not forget to vote on November 22nd. 
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Crossword (Solution Next Month) 


Across: Down: 

3. abundle of things 1. straight line joining points on a curve 
5. unit of time 2. electrical transmission 

7. cover 4. fatty liquid 

12. a measure 6. tuberous root 

13. foremost part of advancing group 8. idea 

14 oceans 9. part of a glove 

17. body part 10. harsh vibration 


18. manner of speaking 


11. vegetables 
19. dirty, sullen person 


14. avalue 


20. pole 15. toothlike part of a gear 
21. anending 16. type of garden 
22. falsehoods 17. band 

2. attachment = 
26. method of decision 23. bread 
27.. to do with a story 24. pointed tool 


28. three-wheeled vehicle 


Solution: October Crossword 


Across: Down: 
1. Death 2. Twig 
3. Fling 3. Fauna 
5. Crud 4. Gads 
8. ID 6. Reek 
10. Spunk 7. Distance 
12. Modes 9. Tune 
15. Oaf 11. Rex 
17. Exit 12. Motives 
18. Jail 13. Depot 
19. Ego 14. Shrews 
21. Rivet 16. Flair 
22. Bran 17.8 
23. Sub 20. Orbit 
24. Solo 22. Boy 
25. Mate . 
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Performers Wanted! 


Family Entertainment Night (Coffee House) 


‘Open Stage! Live Music! Poetry Reading! 
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EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 


For the Inner City 


> Casual Labour 
> Life Management Skills Training 

> Career Counseling 

» Resumé & Cover Letter Preparation 

> Job Interview Skills 

> Internet Training 

> H2S Training (limited funding available) 


> WHMIS/Standard First Aid Training 


All services offered at no cost! 


CASUAL LABOUR . 


“Pay the worker - 
NOT the broker” 


Minimum hourly rate - $8.00 
Minimum 4 hours per day 


Workers available 7 days a week, 24 hours a day 
Bookings taken within work hours 

Mon-Thurs: 7am-2pm 

Fri: 7am-noon 


Need someone to help with... 


» Yard Work/Snow Removal 

» Loading/Unloading 

> Decorating - internal/external 
» Cleaning - domestic/industrial 
> Manufacturing 

> General Labour 


All services offered at no cost! 


BISSELL CENTRE 
Telephone: 424-4385 
Or 
Casual Labour program for women at 


Elizabeth Fry Society of Edmonton 


Telephone: 421-1175 ext 22 
Mon-Fri 7pm-3pm 


New and 
Gently-Used 
Fashions 

plus..... 


Bissell Centre's 
Thrift Shoppes 


© furniture® home goods 
© jewellery® collectibles 


8818 118 Ave © antiques 


471-6644 
9232 34 Av i 

zzseae the best quality 

lowest prices 
We are 100% non-profit 
and locally owned 
No GST ever 

cass dic ALL PROFITS SUPPORT THE PROGRAMS 

are open seven AND SERVICES OF BISSELL CENTRE 


DAYS A WEEK 


IN EDMONTON’S INNER CITY 
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homelessness 


i ‘ ys fi. ‘= 
A folk music celebration’to end 


N 
MAroted by andyoomey | MOVeMber 14 — Sponsored by 


MARIA DUNN 4-8PM Edmonton 


Coalition on 
KARLA ANDERSON McDougall Housing and 


ANDREA HOUSE United Church Homelessness Fimionton Joint Pianning 
DENNIS LARUSTA 10025 - 101 Street see eae 


. xz 
ZOE LEWIS Admission with $5 buttons ARIEL 
TERRY MORRISON available at: oan 


CHRIS SMITH Bella Music (74273 Stony Plain Rd.) 
TONY TURNER Earth’s General Store (70832 Whyte Ave.) FOLK M = X 
Myhre’s Music (8775 778 Ave.) : Z 
WORKSHOP STAGE Second Cup, Arts District Wheelchair Accessible 
hosted by Ron Taylor (7 Sir Winston Churchill Square) Free Children’s Activities 


SONG CIRCLE Food Available 
hosted by Bob Robichaud children under 6 free 


HOMES FOR ALL 
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